
 

 

And Jesus said to them, 

“Follow me and I will make 

 you fish for people.” 
                Mark 1: 17 
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Beauty of the Cross 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All of my life, I have been looking 

 for a pot of gold at the foot of a rainbow, 

and I found it at the foot of the cross. 

  Dale Evans 
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Pastor Ponderings 
      Over the years, I 

have belonged to and 

participated in many 

faiths, but none has 

stressed the 

significance of being 

a community as much 

as the Reformed 

tradition. As Presbyterians, we believe that to be a 

human, made in God's image, is to live in 

fellowship not only with God, but also with other 

human beings. Shirley Guthrie, Jr., tells us in his 

book Christian Doctrine, that the most basic form 

of human encounter is that ability to look one 

another in the eye.  But, real human encounter 

doesn't take place until speaking and listening are 

added to seeing and being seen. We have not really 

seen or heard each other until we understand and 

respond to each encounter as a call for assistance. 

This means that to learn to be human is to depend 

not only on God, but one another. This is expressed 

in community.  This concept of social distancing as 

an act of loving our neighbors is difficult for those 

of us who are used to being together, reaching out, 

and inviting others in.  Yet, it is what we are called 

to do to save lives.   

    We also believe that our faith is lived, in part, in 

the context of the church. All of this is strengthened 

and undergirded by our corporate worship. Donald 

McKim says that worship is the "reverence, 

adoration, praise, supplication, and thanksgiving 

offered by a community of faith to God." 

(Introducing the Reformed Faith, Donald McKim, 

p. 162). Our worship supports our Christian life in 

our church  family.   This new way of worshiping, 

online, is difficult for us because we love to be with 

each other.  We love the hugs and the greetings.  

We love to talk, catch up, sit, sing and worship 

together. Although we can still see each other as we 

worship on Zoom, it is different.  It takes some 

adapting.  The good news is that we can and are 

still worshiping together. We can still see each 

other.  It just looks like the hugs will have to wait 

for a while.  

      Thank God for the technology we have today.  

Because of this technology, we can still be 

together.  We can meet together.  People who have 

not been able to worship with us for a while because 

of illness or distance can now join us.  It is an 

amazing gift when facing a pandemic. 

       We will embrace this gift together as we enter 

into Holy Week.  I'll be posting worship aids 

through the week.  We will still have a Maundy 

Thursday and Easter service.  I'll post scriptures for 

Good Friday meditation. This year we will celebrate 

an empty tomb with an empty church, but we will 

still be together to celebrate the joy of the 

resurrection! 

     Nanette 

Attendance Report: 
 January average 68 

 February average 61 

 March 01-64 March 15-(ZOOM) 50 

 March 08-44 March 22-(ZOOM) 56 

    March 20-(ZOOM) 70 

  

 

Birthdays 
 4/03 Lucille Marshall 

 4/07 Kelly Reed Lodgen 

 4/06 Elisiea Fountain 

  Drew Aguillard 

  Eric Miller 

 4/07 Vincent Alexander  

 4/08 Isabella Estes 

  Severina Estes   

 4/19  Paisley Kral 

 4/21 Shelly Kral 

  Ramiro Jaramilo 

 4/22 Charles Keenan  

  Mikayla Jaramillo  

 4/25 Doyle Cannon 

  Craig Long 

 4/27 Cameron Banister 

 4/29 Stephanie Tackett 
 

  Anniversaries 
 04/21 

 Erin & Stephen Canik 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers and Concerns 

 We offer prayers of thanksgiving for those who 
visited this past month. 
      Also, remember in your prayers the many 
members and friends in need of support during the 
trying times of their lives. Susan Benge’s father; 
Sandy Brister, the pastor at St. Andrew Leesville, 
her husband, and her mother; Nanette Cagney; 
Edward Chavanne; Carolyn Chingo; Margy 
Clawson; Keith Conrad; Virginia Conrad; Mark 
Couvillion’s brother, Jeff; Nancy Crncic; Jody 
Flanagan; Collin Fountain; Eileen Hacker; Bear 
Jaramillo; Sue Kantorczyk; Creighton Leblanc 
(Eva’s brother); William Ludwick; Laura Ludwick; 
Hilda Trahan, executive director of Evergreen, & 
her sister, Julie; Cullen Nolan; Judy Robertson; 
Thomas Schwab; Carla Stewart;  and baby Liam.  
 Contact the church office to add or remove a 
name from the Prayers and Concerns. 
 

Finances 
 It is difficult to see the stock market plunge 

and hear of the many layoffs these past few weeks.  

However, it is more important now than ever to 

continue giving faithfully.  So far this year we have 

a deficit of -$13,413.65 and this does not include 

the amount that we are paying for the new roof on 

the sanctuary.  (If you need to get out of the house, 

drive by the sanctuary and admire the wonderful 

new roof!)  The cost of the sanctuary will be 

covered as a capital expenditure by money we have 

in savings.  However, our savings have also been 

impacted by stock market volatility.  Please 

continue to be faithful in giving when you receive 

your stimulus money and as a spiritual discipline. 
 



NOTE-   If you are not receiving a Zoom invitation to join us for worship or the weekly 

children's lessons, please contact Nanette or the church office.   

 

 BIBLE STUDY- We will be starting a new mid-week Bible study.  This will be 

wonderful time for individuals, couples and families to learn together.  Contact the 

pastor if you'd like to join the study. 

 

NEW ROOF- Following Hurricane Rita, the sanctuary needed a new roof.  There was 

so much damage following the hurricane that businesses had to hire itinerant crews to 

help with the work.  These crews did not always do the best job possible.  One of these 

crews did the repairs on our sanctuary and in recent years we have lost an increasing number of 

shingles and have had multiple problems.  The bottom line was that we needed a new roof.  

Under the amazing leadership of Joe Dye, bids were obtained and a contractor was chosen.  The 

new roof was complete April 1.  If you are dying to get out of your house, take a ride past the 

sanctuary and admire the wonderful new roof! 

 

ECYCLE SUCCESS – Ecycle day was held on Saturday, March 14, 2020 at the 

stadium parking lot at McNeese State University. Many thanks to those members that 

brought their items for recycling.  Joe loaded his truck up with seven televisions, 

various laptops, recorders, lamps, batteries, etc. to take to the recycle center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE MAILBOX:  

 

With sincere appreciation for your kindness.  Thank you very much for the Graduation 

celebration and the party.  It meant the world to me. 

      Sincerely, Collin Fountain 

 

 

Hello, 

 I miss seeing everyone! Hope you’re doing ok.  Be Safe!!  Stay home LOL 

      Thanks, Virginia 

     As you search for things to do while social distancing please 
check suitcases, drawers and other places around your home 
for those wonderful little soaps, shampoos etc.  These are those 
fast vanishing amenities you picked up from hotel stays on your 
trips.  (remember trips?)  Gather them in one place and when 
we’re able to fellowship face-to-face (!) please bring them to 
church.  We’ll have a special bucket for them.  They will be put 
in special ziplock packets and given to the Waters Edge folks for 
their homeless initiative.  We hope to have the Evergreen ladies 
help us package them over cookies and fellowship with them.  
Please note this will happen when we are all allowed to gather 
again.  Just wanted to help provide an at-home activity for you 
right now.  Thanks from OMG.   Mission in action.  

     Debbie Serra, OMG Co-chair 

 



 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

      

     The church may be quiet as worship is now 

 held on ZOOM video until the “all clear” is  

given in regards to the COVID19 pandemic, 

but repairs to the church property continue. 

The new sanctuary roof is now on.  

Expenditures added up to $36, 326.87 which 

included labor and materials by Southside 

Roofing, the manlift, and repair of the 

rotting section of the walkway to the 

sanctuary.  The entire flooring of the 

Fellowship building was stripped, waxed, 

and sealed by Albritton Enterprises.  Other 

repairs continue. 

 

 

 

 

A full calendar will return in the May newsletter 
April Elders on Duty:  Susan Benge and Mary Davis 

 

 

  


