And Jesus said to them,
“Follow me and I will make
You fish for people.”
Mark 1:17
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2022 Is Here!!!
St. Andrew Congregation may be small but they are mighty as a group. Reconstruction continues; mission
work continues to help within the community; new ways and ideas come forth to bring worship services to
members; programs are being developed for the youth; Bible studies and upcoming Lent studies are being
developed. The Fellowship Hall was built first. Worship services and all Sunday School classes were held
here. And now worship returns to the Fellowship Hall while reconstruction continues.

Pastor’s Ponderings
In south Louisiana, this is a strange time
of year. It seems that we have just finished
Advent, and Epiphany ushers in the Mardi
Gras season with all the parades, parties, king cakes
and colorful costumes. The Mardi Gras festivities
culminate on Fat Tuesday, March 1. Then we
experience a degree of psychological whiplash
when we immediately turn to Ash Wednesday and
the season of Lent. In many traditions, Lent is a
time of sacrifice when we "give up" things or
sacrifice. In recent times, this became giving up
things we love, like chocolate and red meat. In our
Protestant tradition, we suggest that you take up
something- like a new Bible study, prayer time or
devotion to help prepare you for the Easter season.
However you choose to pass the Lenten season, it
should be a time of spiritual introspection and
preparation. Any and everyone is invited to join our
ongoing Bible study on the Book of Acts. We do
this on Zoom and even if you haven't been a part of
the ongoing study, you'll still benefit from the study
as we go forward. It will be Monday evenings at
6:30PM.
While we celebrated Christmas Eve in the
sanctuary of St Michael's Episcopal Church, we will
celebrate Ash Wednesday and Easter at our own
church (barring any new COVID spikes). Our home
for worship will be in the fellowship hall for the
indefinite future, so we are just going to settle in
and make it our spiritual "happy place." We plan to
resume
fellowship
luncheons
after
the
contemporary service on the last Sunday of each
month. We are very grateful of those worshiping
with us from other states and those who are unable
to attend in-person worship, so we will continue to
broadcast services on Zoom as well.
We are changing in many ways as we move
forward. Your leadership is constantly seeking the
Holy Spirit about how we can pursue effective
ministry in a rapidly changing world. Please
remember to faithfully pray for us!
Nanette

We Need You!
As we move into 2022, please consider serving
on a committee. These are the committees and the
chairs:
Fellowship- Ginger Keenan and Jan Laird
Finance/Stewardship- Amy Dunn and Mary
Davis
Nurturing Spiritual Growth (Christian Ed)Jennifer Couvillion
Personnel- Mary Lou Burke and Annette
Harlow
Property- Eva LeBlanc and Annette Harlow
Outreach and Mission- Eveline Angwafo and
Linda Latour
Worship- Craig Long and Amy Stark
Our church is run by its members. We need you!
Can you teach a children's class? Can you sing or
play an instrument? Can you decorate? Tell us
your ability/gift and we'll plug you into the spot
where you can help the most.

February Birthdays
2/02
2/03
2/05
2/06
2/07
2/08
2/10
2/11
2/17
2/20
2/23
2/24
2/25

Prayers and Concerns
We offer prayers of thanksgiving
for those who visited this past
month.
Also, remember in your prayers
the many members and friends in
need of support during the trying times of their
lives. Susan Benge’s father; Sandy Brister, the
pastor at St. Andrew Leesville, her husband, and her
mother; Nani Cagney; Phyllis Cagney; Edward
Chavanne; Margy Clawson; Keith Conrad; Virginia
Conrad; Nancy Crncic; Jody Flanagan; Pauline
Hurst; Sue Kantorczyk; David Laird; Liam Lewis;
Barbara Lobue; William Ludwick; Laura Ludwick;
Cullen Nolan; Judy Robertson; Thomas Schwab;
Alivia Shamsie; EJ Smith; Anne Dye’s mother; Sue
Long’s mother; Lucille and Pat Marshall’s
grandson, Ryder; Carol Bell’s son, Patrick;
Prayers for all those affected by COVID.
Prayers for those impacted by Hurricanes Laura,
Delta, and Ida; all educators/school administrators.
Prayers for our country and our leadership.
Contact the church office to add or remove a name
from the Prayers and Concerns.

Larry Breaux
Virginia Conrad
Tiffany Simon
Tracey Rust
Robin Bumgarten
Marilyn Dunn
St. Andrew
Reta Kaspar
Mary Davis
Sean Gilman
Jim Latour
Ray Miller
David Laird
Phyllis Cagney
Wade Marcantal
Judy Davidson
Eva LaBlanc
Aaron Simon

March Birthdays
3/01
3/08
3/09
3/13
3/15
3/16
3/18
3/26
3/30

Skylar Angwafo
Grant Keith Kral
Pat Marshall
Sam Soileau
Pat Barron
Debbie Serra
Margy Clawson
Gage Simon
Ryan Keenan

No February or March Anniversaries

Ash Wednesday service will be in the
Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.m.

What is the Presbyterian Per
Capita?
At its November 2021 Presbytery
meeting, the Presbytery of South
Louisiana adopted a per capita ministry
contribution of $80 per member, the same as in
years past. This $80 rate includes
a) $66.22 to fund the ministry and mission of
the Presbytery, including staff, mission
allocations, and property management costs;
b) $4.80 to fund the mission and ministry of the
Synod of the Sun, our mission partner that
includes presbyteries in Arkansas,
Oklahoma, Louisiana, and Texas; and
c) $8.98 to fund the ministry of the Office of
General Assembly.
Our church will pay $80/per member. We are
asking all who are able to consider contributing
$80 to help with this payment. Just mark your
check or donation "per capita". This will help us
a lot!

From the Mailbox
Dear Sisters in Christ,
Thank you, Presbyterian Women of St. Andrew,
for your donation to the Presbytery of South
Louisiana for hurricane recovery As you know
the mission of the PSL is to promote the
spiritual, mental, and physical health of our
congregations and the communities served by
our church and missions . Your donation will
assist in that effort.
Thank you for your support,
Jackie

Bricks of the Memory Garden

Just for Fun!
2/14
2/17
2/23
3/17
3/20

Valentine’s Day
National Random Act of Kindness Day
National Banana Bread Day
St. Patrick’s Day
National Quilting Day

https://happydays365.org/holidays-importantdays

Flash from the Past
Reta and Ron Kaspar were watching the
evening news report about Betty White's 100th
birthday and they remembered the time that they
were able to meet Betty White in person. She had
been married to Al Ludden, a prominent TV game
show host, who was deceased. Al was the halfbrother of Ron’s friend and PPG colleague Frank
Ludden. Frank and Al's mother, Mrs Ludden of
course, attended St Andrew Presbyterian for a
good while before Frank retired and moved to
Texas. Betty White came to visit them and they
held an informal reception for a few folks to meet
and party with her. Ron remembers her from that
party as a gracious outgoing personality. Isn't
that an amazing St. Andrew memory!

Announcements
Children’s classes have started again.
Beginning in March, the children will stay
in worship on the first and last Sunday of
the month. They will go to their classes the
Sundays in between.
Please welcome the new nursery worker,
Andie Dyer.
Greater St. Mary mission is asking for
donations of men, women, and children’s
clothes.
Hurricane Laura and the Big Flood
decimated the toys in our Nursery. The
Nurturing Spiritual Growth Committee is
asking for nursery toy donations.
Outreach and Mission Group (Committee)
is collecting rice for the month of February.
You can bring it to the Conference Room
next to the office and leave it on the table.
St. Andrew received a grant from the
Synod of the Sun. This grant of $5000 will
offset the monies used to build a handicap
restroom.
Broadmoor Presbyterian Church in Baton
Rouge, LA sent a gift of $5000 to help with
hurricane rebuilding.
St. Andrew has returned to hybrid worshiponline and in person. If you feel safe,
please come to worship in person. If you
are still worried about COVID number, that
is understandable and please join us online.
Everyone attending in person, please
continue to wear

Love When We Can
by Micah Rose Emerson
When I was a little girl, I would often watch television. In fact, the TV was the third parent in my house.
Sesame Street and Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood taught me how to love my friends. 3-2-1 Contact and Mr.
Wizard’s World taught me about STEM (science, technology, engineering and math). The Real World
taught me how to be a better roommate and old reruns of The Newlywed Game taught me about romantic
love.
Love. The mushy feeling you get when the person you like looks at you or walks past you and says “hey.”
The gut punch when you realize they were looking at someone else. The tenderness you feel when a child
comes up and gives you a hug with peanut butter and jelly smeared across their face. The pain of losing a
loved one.
When I moved into my neighborhood, I did so with the intent of loving my neighbors. I was going to be
present and sit on porches and have deep conversations about the state of the world. I planned on being in
my home for a very long time with lots of space to learn and grow.
Recently I learned a neighbor lost his sister. I intended to drop off a casserole or a card, but life moves
quickly. The most I could offer was a wave and a quick, “I’m so sorry,” as I jumped into my car to head to
a meeting.
I felt guilty. I knew I had so many things to do and, while I still prioritize learning from and loving my
neighbors, I haven’t been able to connect with them as much as I hoped. We are often like cars passing on a
small side street: we can see the other driver and we wave, but keep moving because we don’t want to
cause a backup.
Loving takes energy—energy that I don’t always have. Some days all I can do is wave. Other days, I’ve
got time for a full-on conversation. Most days, I settle for giving and receiving a robust “Hey!”
This is not what I had planned, but I am doing the best I can with what I have. My neighbors know me.
They know when I’m out of town and gladly make sure my home is safe. I know my neighbors and
recognize when they’re having a rough time and need to just talk to someone. I’m not always home and
they aren’t always available when I am. We connect on social media late at night or early mornings, and
show up IRL (in real life) when we can.
This is enough, for now. As the seasons change, I’m sure we won’t see each other as often. Porch hangouts
are going to be much fewer and farther between. The cold midwestern winter will set in and we will remain
in our homes as much as possible, trying to stay warm. And we will love each other. Not the mushy love
that comes with a new romance or the love we feel towards our children when they’re momentarily being
precious—but the practical, every day I-see-you-and-wave-so-please-call–me-if-you-need-anything kind of
love. This is the love we don’t see in movies or read about in memoirs. It’s love, nonetheless. We show up
for people when we can and give them what we have. This is love and it matters.
Micah Rose Emerson is a champion of families and community who finds her greatest influences comes from
deep relationships with those around her.
This article originally appeared in the November/December 2021 issue of Horizons, the magazine for
Presbyterian Women. To subscribe or learn more, visit presbyterianwomen.org/horizons.
PC(USA) Missionaries
Shelvis and Nancy joined the ministry of RECONCILE International in
2011. Created by the New Sudan Council of Churches, RECONCILE is a
Christian organization that seeks to bring peace and healing to communities
broken and hurting from decades of war. Shelvis serves as the principal of
RECONCILE’s three-month Peace Institute (RPI). RPI gathers faith and
community leaders from around the country and strengthens their skills in
resolving conflicts and recovering from trauma. Witnessing leaders who are
often of rival ethnic groups live together in the dormitory, share meals,
listen to one another’s stories, and build friendships is awe-inspiring.
In 2014, Nancy’s role with RECONCILE expanded to include managing a project with three additional
PC(USA) global partners: the Presbyterian Church of South Sudan (PCOSS), Across, and the Yei Teacher
Training College. The South Sudan Education and Peacebuilding Project is a five-year, collaborative effort to
address a gap in educational development caused by years of conflict. today.

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/shelvis-and-nancy-smith-mather/

February Calendar
Elders on Duty for February: Annette Harlow and Jan Laird
Elders for March:Jennifer Couvillion and Linda Latour

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

6
11:00 am
Service in
Fellowship Hall and
ZOOM

7
6:30 pm
Book of Acts
Bible Study

Thursday

2

3

6:00 pm
Al Anon mtg

12:00pm
Mission Stitchers

9

12:00 pm
Watercolor
Techniques
Class
10

6:00 pm
Al Anon mtg

12:00pm
Mission Stitchers
12:00 pm
Watercolor
Techniques
Class

13

14

11:00 am
Service in
Fellowship Hall and
ZOOM

6:30 pm
Book of Acts
Bible Study

20

21

11:00 am
Service in
Fellowship Hall and
ZOOM

6:30 pm
Book of Acts
Bible Study

27
11:00am
Service in
Fellowship Hall and
ZOOM

28

Fellowship
Luncheon after
worship

8

Wednesday

15

16

17

6:00 pm
Al Anon mtg

12:00pm
Mission Stitchers

Friday
4

Saturday
5
12:30 pm
Al-Anon

11

12

10:30 am
PW Bible Study
in Fellowship
Hall (call office
for info)

12:30 pm
Al-Anon

18

19
12:30 pm
Al-Anon

12:30 pm
Watercolor
Techniques
Class
22

23

24

6:00 pm
Al Anon mtg

12:30pm
Mission Stitchers
12:30 pm
Watercolor
Techniques
Class

6:30 pm
Book of Acts
Bible Study

25

26
12:30 pm
Al-Anon

March Calendar
Elders for March: Jennifer Couvillion and Linda Latour
Elders for April: Eva Leblanc and Amy Stark

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2

3

6:00pm Ash
Wednesday
Service –
Fellowship
Hall

12:00pm
Mission Stitchers

6:00 pm
Al Anon mtg
6

7

11:00 am
Service in
Fellowship Hall and
ZOOM

6:30 pm
Book of Acts
Bible Study

8

14

11:00 am
Service in
Fellowship Hall and
ZOOM

6:30 pm
Book of Acts
Bible Study

15

21

11:00 am
Service in
Fellowship Hall and
ZOOM

6:30 pm
Book of Acts
Bible Study

22

5
12:30 pm
Al-Anon

10

11

12

6:00 pm
Al Anon mtg

12:00pm
Mission Stitchers

10:30 am
PW Bible Study
in Fellowship
Hall (call office
for info)

12:30 pm
Al-Anon

18

19

16

17

6:00 pm
Al Anon mtg

12:00pm
Mission Stitchers

12:30 pm
Al-Anon

12:30 pm
Watercolor
Techniques
Class

2-4pm
Fellowship
Hall-Pat
Barron
Birthday
Party
26

Children’s Church
and Sunday School

20

4

Saturday

12:00 pm
Watercolor
Techniques
Class

12:00 pm
Watercolor
Techniques
Class

13

Friday

9

Children in worship
Service Service

23

24

6:00 pm
Al Anon mtg

12:30pm
Mission Stitchers

25

12:30 pm
Al-Anon

12:30 pm
Watercolor
Techniques
Class

Children’s Church
and Sunday School
27

28

11:00am
Service in
Fellowship Hall and
ZOOM

6:30 pm
Book of Acts
Bible Study

Children in worship
Service Service

Thursday

29

30

31

6:00 pm
Al Anon mtg

12:30pm
Mission Stitchers
12:30 pm
Watercolor
Techniques
Class

Fellowship
Luncheon after
worship

The Congregation is invited to a 96th birthday celebration for Pat Barron. It will be held in the
Fellowship Hall from 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. There will be light refreshments. The celebration will be
Saturday, March19. Contact Jan Laird for more information.

Fellowship Luncheon has resumed. It will be held the last Sunday of the month after worship service.
Contact the Fellowship Committee (Ginger Keenan and Jan Laird) if you would like to contribute to
the meal.

