
 

 

 

And Jesus said to them, 

“Follow me and I will make 

 you fish for people.” 
                Mark 1: 17 
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Pastor’s Ponderings 

 

      Another year has and come and  

      gone.  I think I can speak for  

      everyone when I say, "Good  

      riddance!"  2020 was a year like no 

       other and I hope we never see  

       another year like it again. 

     The world-wide Pandemic and the isolation it 

brings is taking a toll on everyone. It is difficult not 

to be depressed when we can't spend time with 

friends and family. Hopefully the vaccine will bring 

some semblance of normalcy in 2021.  We gathered 

to sing Christmas carols, not because we like 

standing in the cold, wet weather, struggling to see 

microscopic words in the dark, but because we just 

need to be together for a few minutes. 

 This is same for the very abbreviated Christmas 

Eve service at the church.  It isn't because we like 

standing in a sanctuary with carpet torn out, 

windows and walls boarded up, but because on this  

evening, we just needed to be with each other for a 

few minutes in the holiness of the moment. 

       It would be so easy to become self-focused and 

to lose our vision for the community in these 

difficult times, but we haven't done that. We have 

been able to reach out to a growing number of 

homeless and displaced persons through our work 

with the Disaster Justice Network, Presbytery of 

South Louisiana, Greater St Mary Missionary 

Baptist Church, First Presbyterian Church of 

Scottlandville, and Waters Edge Homeless Ministry 

and Foodbank.  St. Andrew has been able to be a 

conduit for supplies coming from across the 

country, including tents, sleeping bags, hats, gloves, 

wraps, scarves, hygiene supplies, gift cards  and 

more.  It is rewarding to be able to reach out and 

help others even while we are struggling ourselves.  

It has been a blessing to build relationships with 

other ministries in Lake Charles. 

    As we enter into 2021, we will continue to find 

innovative ways to minister online until the time in 

which it is safe to be together again.  We will 

continue to find ways to be a blessing to our 

community and to those in need.  When one is 

ordained and installed, one of the questions asked is 

this:  Will you pray for and seek to serve the people 

with energy, intelligence, imagination and love?  

This isn't restricted to elders and deacons.  Never 

before have we, as a church, needed to pray as 

much or to serve with such energy, intelligence, 

imagination and love as we need now.   

    My prayer for St. Andrew, as we enter into this 

new year, is for peace, strength and love in serving 

our Lord and our community together. 

 

    Blessings, 

    Nanette 

    New Address  

Helen Taylor 

c/o The Glen at Lake 

Oconee Village 

1070 Old Salem Road, Apt 

1217 

Greensboro  GA 30642 

 

Prayers and Concerns 

 
We offer prayers of 
thanksgiving for those who 
visited this past month. 
      Also, remember in your 

prayers the many members and friends in need of 
support during the trying times of their lives. 
Norman Andrews (Mary Davis’ uncle); Susan 
Benge’s father; Sandy Brister, the pastor at St. 
Andrew Leesville, her husband, and her mother; 
Edward Chavanne; Margy Clawson; Keith Conrad; 
Virginia Conrad; Nancy Crncic; Jody Flanagan; Sue 
Kantorczyk; David Laird: Barbara Lobue: William 
Ludwick; Laura Ludwick; Cullen Nolan; Judy 
Robertson; Thomas Schwab; Anne Dye’s mother; 
and baby Liam.  
 Condolences to friends and family of Melinda 
Sharp’s father, William Sharp. 
 Condolences to friends and family of Amber 
and Alexis in the loss of their father; and 
condolences to their mother, DeDee Ellington. 
 Prayers for all those affected by COVID. 
 Prayers for those in nursing homes, isolated 
from their families. 
 Prayers for those impacted by Hurricanes Laura 
and Delta; all educators/school administrators. 
 Prayers for our country and our leadership. 
 
 Contact the church office to add or remove a 
name from the Prayers and Concerns. 
 

 Birthdays 

 1/09 Nancy Melton 

 1/15 Lisa Gurley 

 1/17 Marlon Bourque 

 1/23 Cole Canik 

 1/24 Linda Latour 

 1/29 Mary Lou Burke 

  Collin Fountain 

 

 Anniversaries 

 1/05 Mary and Gentry Davis 

 1/24 Diana and Robert Lewis 

 

 

 

New Elder for the Class of 2021 

 Joe Dye 

New Elders for the Class of 2022 

 Mary Lou Burke, Annette Harlow, Jan Laird, 

 Linda Latour, Craig Long. 

New Deacons for 2022  
 Marilyn Dunn and Marlon Bourque 

 
Current church elders would 
normally “Lay Hands” on 
incoming deacons during the 
ordination ceremony.  The 
stole Marlon is wearing 
represents the hands of the 
current elders.  Each Elder 
traced their hand, the tracing 
was then transferred onto 

cloth, and sewn onto the stole.   Innovation at its 
best during this time of distancing! 



 

From the Mailbox 

 
Dear St. Andrew Members, 

You probably would not remember me, but I was a 

member of your congregation for three years back 

in the 1970’s.  I served as your Director for 

Christian Education for about 1 ½ years before 

moving away.  Eventually I went on to become 

ordained as a Presbyterian Minister.   I served 

three congregations in Maryland, New York, and 

New Mexico, I retired in 2007.  I now live at 

Pilgrim Place in Claremont, CA where we received 

a plea for hats and scarves.  I couldn’t believe it 

was from the congregation of which I was once a 

member .  

 Please accept these donations with the love 

of a former member.  I believe I was there in 1974, 

1975, and 1976.  Tony Richardson was the pastor 

then.  I send you love and hope for 2021.  

  Jane Harmes 

  640 Alden Road, #9 

  Claremont, CA 91711 

  Janeharmes@gmail.com 

 

 

Pastor Nanette, 

Thank you for your communication 

about how to support the efforts to 

house, feed, and clothe people affected by weather 

challenges.  The enclosed is for your efforts. 

  Phillip Hofer 

  Claremont CA 91711 

 
 

May peace and happiness be 

yours this Christmas and 

throughout the New Year.  

 Joan Yeatman 

 2306 Winnebago 

 LaCrosse WI 54601 

 
 

It’s the most 
wonderful time of the 
year!  We hope that 
your Christmas is full 
of warmth and love.  
God Bless you and 
your family this 

Christmas and always.  We also wish you a Happy 
New Year! 
 The Evergreen Life Services’ Family 

 
 
The Christmas season is a chance 

to wish you well and hope for joy in 

your life and blessings for you 

always.  Merry Christmas!! 

 

Mom would love cards or to hear 

from any of you.  St. Andrews holds 

a special place in her hearts. 

 

Harriette and Louis Scott & Helen 

[Note:  address is on page 2] 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Thank you Santa 
  for your surprise for my office.   
           A new microwave is perfect!!!! 

Anita 
 

 
Greetings in the Name or our Lord  
and Savior Jesus Christ 
 
 Your brothers and sisters in 
Christ from over 1,000 miles away 
are aware of the challenges that you 
have had this summer with a 

seemingly never-ending assault of hurricanes.  
Like you, we live on the gulf coast and know what 
ONE hurricane can do, let alone three.  Knowing 
your need, the mission committee of Holy Trinity 
Presbyterian church voted to send you a check for 
$1,000 to be used for hurricane relief.  This is 
undesignated money in that you are welcome to 
use it for hurricane relief for either your 
congregation, a member of the church, or for the 
community as the Session deems appropriate. 
 Please know that you are in our prayers and 
may this season of Covid, hurricanes, and civil 
strife be replaced with a wonderful year of God’s 
tranquility in 2021. 
 
 Blessing and peace, 
 The Rev. Dr. Clinton C. Cottrell 
 Pastor/Moderator of Session 
 Holy Trinity Presbyterian Church 
 19251 North Tamiami Trail 
 North Fort5 Meyers, FL 33903 
       

  
Dear Nanette, 
 
 Colleen and I were distressed over 
the awful damage and destruction to 
Lake Charles and wanted to send this 
check toward relief efforts.  We hope you 
and your church are okay.  Y’all are in 

our       prayers, 
   Sincerely, 
   Donald Frampton 
   New Orleans  

 
Hi Nani, 
 
Many prayers are being sent your way 
along with the check.  Please let me 
know of anything else I can do for you 

or others.  I’m good at packing up a box of stuff if 
needed for anyone!  I can get lots of other people 
on this project also.  People want to help! Are you 
not even allowed to retrieve things from home for 
awhile?  I know the roads will be a disaster…we 
couldn’t even get out of our neighborhood for a 
few days after Hugo.  Hang in there! 
 Hugs and prayers, 
 Cindy Pike 
 Summerville SC 
 
 Side note:  Many boxes of school supplies were  
   sent from Summerville SC 
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Mission Committee Report 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 

Lake Charles, LA  70601 
December 6, 2020 

 
1.  Kelli Stawecki with the homeless ministry/Waters Edge has distributed our remaining hygiene kits and 

disaster supplies to area homeless.  In addition, 175 tents, blankets, hats, and gloves are coming from 
Disaster Justice Network (Rev. Kristina Peterson, Bayou Blue) to be distributed by Kelli and Pauline 
Hurst of Greater St. Mary Missionary Baptist Church. 

 
2. We have been given a $5,000 grant from the PSL for the homeless.  The idea is to partner with Waters 

Edge/Kelli Stawecki to address needs as they come up through the year.  This can include needed 
clothing for cold weather, specific medical needs, specific transportation or temporary housing.   
 

3. We are receiving another box of school supplies from South Carolina.  They will go to the special 
education high school class being taught by St. Andrew ‘alum,’ Thomas Logan. 
 

4. We are still receiving funds, gift cards and items from places throughout the country.  They will be 
announced and distributed as received.  You have received an up-to-date list. 
 

5. ADA bathroom plans.  With the gutting of the Richardson Room and the Art Room it becomes possible 
to design an ADA handicap unisex bathroom.  Tentatively entry will be in the current Art Room area 
and may be about 10x10.  In doing this we also need to make doors ADA accessible and possibly raise 
the level of the concrete walkway so there is not a step up into the two rooms or Fellowship Hall.  Once 
we receive soft bids from an ADA certified contractor we will write a grant to Synod of the Sun.  They 
have a grant that is specific to this type of construction.  If anyone has worked with a contractor to create 
an ADA space please contact Debbie Serra. (dhserra@gmail.com) Thank you Joe and Anne for doing a 
site visit and measuring with me. 
 

6. Evergreen.  Our Evergreen ladies have been through so much this year.  It is time to consider their 
Christmas gift(s) from us.  I hope to have some suggestions from Sue by this Sunday. Suggestions are 
welcome and volunteers to help safely deliver will be appreciated. 
 

7. Cards.  Special St. Andrew post cards are being printed to send to our members and to organizations and 
individuals who have done so much to help us through our storm challenges.  The front features a 
picture of the Rita cross backlit by the large window in the Sanctuary.  There is a space to write a short 
personal note. 
 

   Respectfully submitted, 
   Debbie Serra 

 

New Address 

Sam Soileau and Robin Bumgarden 

1000 Robley Drive, Apt 1231 

Lafayette  LA 70503 
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