And Jesus said to them,
“Follow me and I will make
you fish for people.”
Mark 1: 17
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PASTOR PONDERING
A few weeks ago we hosted a
gathering of Christians, Jews and Muslims from
our community in a stand of unity and a
memorial for those who have been killed in acts
of terrorism in places of worship. Since that
time, Christian churches in Sri Lanka were
bombed on Easter morning, a Jewish
congregation faced gun fire on the last day of
Passover in California and a Mosque in
California was set on fire. The culture of hate
and discrimination in which we are currently
living is unacceptable. People should not fear
for their lives when attending worship. We
should not need armed guards every time we
gather, but many churches are now employing
guards.
The Book of Psalms is the one book that
is recognized by Christians, Jews and Muslims
(although it is called different things in different
traditions).
We need to focus on our
commonalities rather than our differences.
There are twenty-seven references to peace in
the Psalms. Psalm 37 is an exhortation to
patience and trust. Psalm 37:37 states “Mark the
blameless, and behold the upright, for there is
posterity for the peaceable.” All of those in our
Lake Charles Interfaith Federation believe in
peace and we stand together in unity to promote
peace. There will be more unity events in the
coming months and we will let you know as
these are planned. The next event will be in June
and will be hosted by First Methodist Church on
Broad Street.
The end of school and summer is rapidly
approaching. We just finished our Study Hall
for McNeese and now we will turn our attention
to summer camps and conferences for our youth
and middle school children. As of now, we
have three going to Triennium at Purdue
University in Indiana. The Presbytery Youth
Leader is taking a group with her to Triennium.
We have 8-10 children planning to go to Camp
Agape. Between June and August we have
eight orientation sessions to staff at McNeese in
an effort to revive our PCF ministry. So, it will
be a busy summer.
Another big event this summer is our
June 4 Presbytery meeting. If you aren’t
working (or if you can take a few days off),
consider a few days in Metairie for the PSL
meeting. Our national co-moderator of the
PCUSA, Rev. Cindy Kohlmann, will be joining
us for this PSL meeting. We are looking
forward to hearing from her about the way
forward for our denomination. If there is any
way you can attend, it will be worth the effort.
We have rooms available at the Sheraton, 4
Galleria Blvd, Metairie for $109/night (plus
taxes), including breakfast. Call soon to reserve
your room if you can attend.
Blessings,
Nanette

Birthdays
5/04
5/05
5/14
5/27

Gentry Davis
Judy Landry
Madalyn Gordon
Jude Radly Jaramillo

Anniversary
5/21

Amy & Joe Stark

HEARING ASSISTANCE
For those of you who can't hear quite as well
as you used to, there are headsets available in
the sanctuary. These will amplify what is being
said by the liturgist and preacher, so you won't
miss a word! Please ask for one when you come
into the sanctuary.

Prayers and Concerns
We offer prayers of thanksgiving for
those who visited this past month.
Also, remember in your prayers the
many members and friends in need of support
during the trying times of their lives: Rev. and
Mrs. Bargeman (Mary Davis’ parents)
Susan Benge’s father; Sandy Brister, the pastor
at St. Andrew Leesville, her husband, and her
mother; Edward Chavanne; Carolyn Chingo;
Margy Clawson; Nancy Crncic; Jody Flanagan;
Annette Harlow; Bear Jaramillo; Creighton
Leblanc (Eva’s brother); William Ludwick;
Laura Ludwick; Sarah Marshall; Hilda Trahan,
executive director of Evergreen, & her sister,
Julie; Cullen Nolan; Thomas Schwab; and baby
Liam.
Prayers for those serving in the military.
When you are ready to be taken off the list,
please call the church office.

Presbyterian Women’s Birthday Offering
The Birthday Offering is one of Presbyterian
Women’s two offerings. Received in the spring
each year, it gives women a tangible way to
celebrate the blessings in their lives. The
Birthday Offering funds up to five projects each
year, in amounts of $75,000 to $150,000 each.
The recipients are selected before the offering is
received, so grant amounts depend on the gifts
received.
In 2019, four projects received funding
through Presbyterian Women’s Birthday
Offering. Your gift to the Birthday Offering will
allow PW to provide funding to the Disaster
Response Team, Effingham Child Development
Center, Presbyterian Homes, and Services of
Kentucky, Inc, and Wings of Refuge.
Disaster Response Team
Presbytery of Charlotte, Charlotte, North
Carolina
The Disaster Response Team of the
Presbytery of Charlotte will expand its
ministry to support people affected by
human-made or natural disasters. PW’s
grant will help provide a warehouse, parking
lot and security fencing to hold household
goods, food, hygiene, and school kits, and
clean-up buckets, and will house mobile
shower units and disaster recovery trailers.
Effingham Child Development Center
Inclusive Playground, Effingham, Illinois
In a child’s early years inclusive play
environments set the tone for successful
future relationships. The Effingham Child
Development Center serves children and
families of differing abilities and is paving
the way for all kids to learn and play
together.
Presbyterian Homes and Services of
Kentucky, Inc.
Good Shepherd Community Nursing Center,
Phelps, Kentucky
Presbyterian Homes and Services of
Kentucky cares for people who are sick,
poor, lonely or vulnerable due to infirmities
of age and poor health. This project will
improve the quality of life and safety for
nursing center residents in the Appalachian
region of Eastern Kentucky
Wings of Refuge
Restoration Home, Iowa Falls, Iowa
Wings of Refuge provides a safe and healing
space for women victimized by human
trafficking.

Louisiana Presbyterian
Pilgrimage
June 20 -23, 2019
Louisiana Presbyterian Pilgrimage will be
held at the Wesley Center in Woodworth,
Louisiana, on June 20 – June 23, 2019.
Pilgrimage is a lay led retreat about living the
Christian Faith. The facilities are quite
comfortable and spouses can attend the weekend
together. Some have said that their experience is
“a little taste of what heaven will be like.”
There is still room for participants for the
weekend. A limited number of scholarships are
available. If you would like to learn more about
this opportunity to get closer to the Lord, please
talk to Erich or Leslie Mansell or ask one of the
folks from our church who have already
attended! Applications are available in the back
of the sanctuary or can be completed online at
the following website: http://lppilgrimage.org/.
Information about the Wesley Center can be
found at www.thewesleycenter.com.

Islamic Society
of Lake Charles
612 College Manor Dr
Lake Charles LA 70607
337 884-8466
Contact@IslamicSocietyLC.org
OFFICIAL STATEMENT:
We at the Islamic Society of Lake Charles
along with the Muslim Community at large are
saddened and angered by the senseless loss of
our Christian brothers and sisters in Sri Lanka
during their holiest day of the year. We
condemn this act of violence without
reservation. Senseless murder has no
justification and attacking houses of worship
and worshipers on their holiest day of the year
is the core of evil.
Now more than ever is the time for us to
stand together unified against these acts of
terror. We pledge to work diligently toward
promoting mutual understanding and a safe
and secure society for all.
We offer our sincere condolences to the
families, loved ones, and all that are affected.
We will hold them all in our prayers.
Imam Ahmed El-Mamlouk
Islamic Society of Lake Charles

24 Things to Always Remember. . .
and One Thing to Never Forget
Your presence is a present to the world.
You’re unique and one of a kind.
Your life can be what you want it to be.
Take the days just one at a time.
Count your blessings, not your troubles.
You’ll make it through whatever comes along.
Within you are so many answers.
Understand, have courage, be strong.
Don’t put limits on yourself.
So many dreams are waiting to be realized.
Decisions are too important to leave to chance.
Reach for your peak, your goal, and your prize.
Nothing wastes more energy than worrying.
The longer one carries a problem, the heavier it gets.
Don’t take things too seriously.
Live a life of serenity, not a life of regrets.
Remember that a little love goes a long way.
Remember that a lot . . . goes forever.
Remember that friendship is a wise investment.
Life’s treasures are people . . . together.
Realize that it’s never too late.
Do ordinary things in an extraordinary way.
Have health and hope and happiness.
Take the time to wish upon a star.
And don’t ever forget . . .
For even a day . . .
How very special you are.
Read more: http://www.inspirationalarchive.com/632/24-things-to-alwaysremember/#ixzz5mgfButNf

Pentecost Offering
“God, from my youth you have taught me.” (Psalm 71:17)
We give thanks for those who taught us and mentored us in the faith. It might have been someone at home,
someone at church, at summer camp, or perhaps someone we met while serving others. The Holy Spirit,
from the day of Pentecost on, inspires us to support the development of children, youth and young adults.
That is the purpose of your gifts to the Pentecost Offering.
Each year on Pentecost Sunday we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit, and the birth of the Church. Your
gifts join with others to shape the education provided at public schools, through the Educate a Child,
Transform the World national initiative. As Presbyterians, we believe that every child deserves access to
high-quality
education.
Your gift will support participants in the Young Adult Volunteer program who engage in a year of service while
discerning how best to love God and neighbor. As Presbyterians, we believe that serving others is more than
just something good to do, it is foundational to our faith formation and teaches us about God and about
ourselves.
Your gift makes it possible for more than 5,000 youth to gather at the Presbyterian Youth Triennium to worship,
learn, and serve together. As Presbyterians, we believe that the Holy Spirit moves among us when we gather
together. The Holy Spirit draws us into meaningful relationships and powerful understandings of what God is
doing in the world.
Forty percent of the Offering stays within our own congregation to support ministries that help youth and children.
The remainder is sent to the Presbyterian Mission Agency to support other programs that help youth and young
adults and advocate for children at risk.

May Calendar
Elders on Duty:Joe Dye and Wade Marcantel
To see the newsletter in color go to www.standrewpres.com
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

Friday
3

5-8:00pm
Study Hall

12:30pm
Art Class

12:30pm
Mission Stitchers

NO Choir
Practice

6:30pm
New Hope
GA

1:00pm
Bryce/
Sanctuary

5

6

7

8

9

10

9:30am
Adult Bible Study

6:30pm
Fresh Start GA &
Gam-Anon

6:00pm
Into Action
AA mtg (open)

6:30pm
Choir
Practice

12:30pm
Art Class

NO Fabulous
Friday for May

6:30pm
New Hope
GA

12:30pm
Mission Stitchers

10:45am
Communion
Worship Service

Saturday
4

11

1:00pm
Bryce/Sanctuary

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

9:30am
Adult Bible Study

6:30pm
Fresh Start GA &
Gam-Anon

6:00pm
Into Action
AA mtg (open)

5-6:00pm
Bryce/
Sanctuary

12:30pm
Art Class

12:30pm
Mission
Stitchers

8:00am
Men’s
Breakfast at
Greater St.
Mary’s
Missionary
Baptist church

10:45am
Worship Service

6:30pm
Choir
Practice

5:00pm
Stated Session mtg

6:30pm
New Hope
GA

OFFICE
CLOSED

19

20

21

22

23

24

9:30am
Adult Bible Study

6:30pm
Fresh Start GA &
Gam-Anon

6:00pm
Into Action
AA mtg (open)

6:30pm
Choir
Practice

12:30pm
Art Class

12:30pm
Mission Stitchers

6:30pm
New Hope
GA

1:00pm
Bryce/Sanctuary

10:45am
Worship Service

OFFICE CLOSED

26

27

28

29

30

31

9:30am
Adult Bible Study

6:30pm
Fresh Start GA &
Gam-Anon

6:00pm
Into Action
AA mtg (open)

6:30pm
Choir
Practice

12:30pm
Art Class

12:30pm
Mission Stitchers

6:30pm
New Hope
GA

1:00pm
Bryce/Sanctuary

10:45am
Worship service in
Fellowship Hall
followed by
luncheon

25

OFFICE
CLOSED

Once Henry Ford was having lunch with a man when suddenly he asked him, “Who is your best
friend?” The man started naming certain people. “No,” said Mr. Ford, “I will tell you who your
best friend is.” He took out a pencil and wrote on the tablecloth this sentence: “Your best friend is
he who brings out the best that is within you.”
Friendship/Fellowship . Nelson's complete Book of Stories, Illustrations, & Quotes (pg, 327-328).

