
 

 

And Jesus said to them, 

“Follow me and I will make 

 you fish for people.” 
                Mark 1: 17 
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Pastor’s Ponderings 

2020- A year to remember! But then, 

who could forget?? A world-wide 

pandemic, three hurricanes in an eight 

week period (Laura, Beta, Delta), destruction of our 

church, serious damage to our homes, evacuations, 

virtual school, rancorous elections, a year to 

remember indeed! 

 While we struggle with Zoom fatigue, we still 

thank God that we have the technology to keep us 

connected.  While the damage to our church and 

homes is devastating, we still thank God that we see 

progress (slow, but sure) and new roofs are being 

installed, walls are going back up, ceilings are being 

raised.  While we have been knocked to our knees, 

we rejoice because we have received assistance 

from the Presbytery of South Louisiana, 

Presbyterian Disaster Relief, The Synod of the Sun, 

and churches and individuals from around the 

country who have very generously reached out to 

us.  We have been able to serve as a distribution 

center for Lake Charles residents and churches. In 

spite of it all, we have been richly blessed. 

 Now we enter into Advent- a season of 

expectation, hope and waiting. This takes on a 

deeper meaning after this year of successive trials. 

Advent and Christmas at St. Andrew will not look 

the same as years past.  We will have to innovate 

when it comes to our worship and continue to be 

flexible as we strive to keep everyone safe as 

COVID numbers rise.  Hopefully everyone has now 

purchased or unpacked Advent wreaths for 

yourself/your family.  We can light our candles 

together celebrating joy, hope, love, and peace.  

 A Presbyterian pastor, the Rev. Kelly 
Fitzgerald, wrote an Advent prayer for this year 
which says in part: “God-with-us, we have a 
long list of things we want to see on Christmas 
Eve. Experiences we want to have, feelings we 
want to feel, friends and family we want to 
hug, songs we want to sing, and even cookies 
we want to eat. We hold all that before you 
today … But still, Christmas will come. You still 
show up in our world and fill us with awe and 
wonder. You will once again renew our hearts 
and minds to fully hope, to express 
unconditional love, to share contagious joy, 
and find peace — peace that passes all 
understanding… We release to you the ghosts 
of Christmas past and ask for the Spirit to fill 
us with energy and imagination for the 
Christmas that is to come. In your holy name, 
Amen.” 

 I remain thankful for you, and the church, 
who is working hard to go forward together. 
Continue to pray for each other, for our church 
leadership, for our children, and for our 
community.  Join together in this season of 
hope and expectation! 

     Nanette 

 

Prayers and Concerns 
 
 We offer prayers of 
thanksgiving for those who 
visited this past month. 
      Also, remember in your 

prayers the many members and friends in need of 
support during the trying times of their lives. 
Norman Andrews (Mary Davis’ uncle); Celine 
(Helen’s mother); Susan Benge’s father; Sandy 
Brister, the pastor at St. Andrew Leesville, her 
husband, and her mother; Nanette Cagney; Edward 
Chavanne;; Margy Clawson; Keith Conrad; 
Virginia Conrad; Nancy Crncic; Terry Estes; Jody 
Flanagan; Sue Kantorczyk; Barbara Lobue: William 
Ludwick; Laura Ludwick; Cullen Nolan; Judy 
Robertson; Thomas Schwab; Scott Wilson (Mark 
Couvillion’s brother-in- law; Melinda (friend of 
Jackie Cummings); and baby Liam.  
 Condolences for those who lost loved ones are 
in our hearts and prayers:   to the family and friends 
of Cindy Miller, Carolyn Chingo, Ty Williams, 
Creighton Leblanc (Eva’s brother), and the 
Fontenot family in the loss of their grandmother and 
grandfather. 
 Prayers for healing for Norman Andrews and all 
those affected by COVID. 
 Prayers for those in nursing homes, isolated 
from their families, including Anne Dye’s mom and 
Helen Taylor 
 Prayers for the people of Central America hit by 
successive hurricanes and for the Philippines as 
they are hit by typhoons. 
 Prayers for those impacted by Hurricanes Laura 
and Delta; all educators/school administrators. 
 Prayers for our country and our leadership. 
 
 Contact the church office to add or remove a 
name from the Prayers and Concerns. 
 
Birthdays 
 11/08 BrieAnna Ardito 
 11/11 Ronnie Fountain 
 11/12 Mindy Dye 
 11/15 Courtney Fountain 
 11/25 Sue Long 
 11/27 Alex Aguillard 
 11/30 Helen Taylor   

 
 12/05 Tucker Gage Canik 
 12/06 Mary P. LaMoyne 
 12/07 Keith Conrad 
 12/09 Darrius Breaux 
 12/17 Melaney Williams 
 12/19 Kade Kral 
 12/26 Tom Williams 

            12/27   Jo Olson  
            12/29  Carla Stewart 
            12/30  Kensley Keenan 
  
 
Anniversaries 
 11/02 Charlene & Robert  
   Aguillard 
 11/05 Linda & Doyle Cannon 
 11/16 Katie & Ryan Keenan 
 11/18 Leah & Wade Marcantel  
 
   12/19 Anne & Joe Dye 

 



https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/louisiana

-three-hurricanes-a-tropical-storm-and-a-pandemic/ 

Pastors say, ‘If you need help, holler; if you 

don’t need help — help others’ 

By Tammy Warren and Darla Carter | 

Presbyterian News Service 

 

LOUISVILLE — Hurricane Delta clobbered 

southwest Louisiana on Oct. 9, making landfall just 

13 miles east of where Hurricane Laura came 

ashore as a strong Category 4 storm just six weeks 

earlier. And, between these two direct hits, 

Hurricane Sally, a Category 2 storm with 105 mile-

per-hour winds, dumped double-digit rainfall totals 

from Gulf Shores, Alabama, to Pensacola, Florida. 

Small, slow-moving Tropical Storm Beta caused 

severe flooding along the Texas and Louisiana 

coastlines. 

Charlene, a member of Westminster Presbyterian 

Church in Sulphur, Louisiana, lost her roof after 

Hurricane Laura and, just two days after it was 

replaced, she lost it again to Hurricane Delta. 

“That’s a hardship,” said Westminster co-pastor 

Erich Mansell. “You get it done, hit the last nail. 

You pray and then it’s gone.” The church itself was 

severely damaged by Hurricane Laura and further 

damaged by Hurricane Delta. Although the church 

property and structures are insured and state law 

allows multiple storms to count toward the same 

deductible during the calendar year, changes 

implemented after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 

2005 have resulted in the additional hardship of 

having a high deductible, based on a percentage of 

the value of the affected property, typically 2% to 

5%. This means a deductible can be six figures 

before insurance kicks in. 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has deployed a 

virtual disaster response team to assist the 

Presbytery of South Louisiana in the aftermath of 

Hurricanes Laura and Delta. PDA has also awarded 

church damage grants to four churches in the 

presbytery experiencing the most significant 

damage during this “very impactful” hurricane 

season: First Presbyterian Church of 

DeRidder, First Presbyterian Church of Lake 

Charles, St. Andrew Presbyterian Church of Lake 

Charles and Westminster Presbyterian Church of 

Sulphur. There was also damage from Hurricane 

Laura in the Presbytery of the Pines, with offices in 

Ruston, Louisiana, about 70 miles east of 

Shreveport. 

“Our church was pretty well totaled in Laura,” said 

Nanette Cagney, a lawyer by trade and a 

commissioned lay pastor of St. Andrew 

Presbyterian Church of Lake Charles, a more than 

60-year-old congregation of about 100 members. 

“We have three main buildings: the sanctuary, the 

fellowship hall and the administration building. All 

three need new roofs. Although the administration 

building is usable, only one room of the fellowship 

hall is. We lost walls, we lost roofs, we lost 

windows — the sanctuary is not useable. 

“We had everything tarped, we had things secured, 

we had plywood put up where the walls were 

missing,” Cagney said, describing Delta’s arrival 

with rain and wind that blew tarps off, causing even 

more water damage in the facility. “There are so 

many complications, it’s just one thing after 

another,” she said, “and then you’ve got COVID on 

top of that.” 

St. Andrew Presbyterian has been meeting virtually 

since March, which Cagney sees as an upside that 

did not force a sudden move to online worship and 

administration of the church, which would have 

been a “rude awakening,” she said. Another upside, 

she said, is the incredible response St. Andrew has 

received from PDA and from different churches 

around the country — so generous, in fact, that the 

church has been able to reach out and begin to build 

relationships with some African American churches 

in town, sharing supplies and gift cards received to 

help with their repair and rebuilding efforts. 

“One of the churches that just touches my heart so 

much is First Presbyterian Church of Lynn Haven, 

Florida, which got wiped out two years ago by 

Hurricane Michael. The congregation is still 

rebuilding. They have issues of their own.” Yet, she 

said, First Presbyterian of Lynn Haven, led by 

the Rev. Lisa Wilson Martin, sent a box full of gift 

cards to help the St. Andrew congregation. “I mean, 

that’s part of being a connectional church … that 

just stops you in your tracks,” Cagney said. 

Martin wrote on the First Presbyterian-Lynn Haven 

website that in their “adopting” St. Andrew, gift 

cards could provide immediate assistance, and that, 

hopefully, a work group will be able to go and help 

in person when the way is clear. 

 

 

Coming Up! 

 11/30  Monday night bible study on “Into 
 the Light,” Lesson 5 at 6:30 p.m., via 
 ZOOM.  
 
 11/25 Wednesday, and 11/26, 
 Thanksgiving, the church office will be 
 closed. 
 
 11/29  The First Sunday of Advent.  
  
 12/06  Sunday after worship, Called 
 Congregational meeting to receive the report 
 of the Nominating Committee, via ZOOM. 
 
 12/11  Fabulous Friday.  Study Lesson 2 
 of “Into the Light,” via ZOOM. Starts at 
 10:30 a.m. 
 
  12/06 Called Congregational Meeting after 
 worship to hear the Nominating Committee 
 report for new  Session members and 
 deacons ;  held via ZOOM.   
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Presbyterian Women 2020 Thank Offering 
 

Since 1888, Presbyterian women have expressed 

their deep sense of gratitude for God’s blessings in 

their lives by giving back to people in their 

communities and around the world.  Through the 

Thank Offering, they can help fund programs that 

provide education, relief from disasters, safe 

housing, cooking instruction, training for justice and 

advocacy work, and so much more.  If you would 

like to donate towards the Thank Offering, please 

send your checks to the church office with “Thank 

Offering” in the memo line and pay to Presbyterian 

Women. 
 
Below is an overview of some of the 2020 

recipients.  For a complete listing of the recipients 

go to  

www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we_do/support-

mission/thank-offering/  
 
SYNOD OF THE COVENANT 

Presbytery of Cincinnati 

 Health Care Empowerment Project 

www.contactcentercincinnati.com   
 
This project focuses on training women to be 

key advocates for beneficial Medicaid policies 

in Ohio.    
 

SYNOD OF LAKES AND PRAIRES 

 Presbytery of South Dakota 

 All About U Adoptions, Inc. 

 www.aauadoptions.org 
 
 All About U Adoption works with expectant 

 mothers who struggle to secure housing due to 

 lack of proper identification, poor credit, no 

 positive rental history and lack of income.  The 

 program also offers counseling and adoption 

 planning. 
 
SYNOD OF LIVING WATERS 

 Mid-Kentucky Presbytery 

 Lifehouse Maternity Home and  

 Kitchen Renovation 

 www.lifehouselouisville.org  
 
 The grant will help expand a kitchen to allow 

 space for hands-on cooking classes, daily meal 

 preparation and lessons on essential nutrition, 

 thus improving the mothers’ health and further 

 equipping them for independent living. 
 
SYNOD OF THE SUN 

 Cimarron Presbytery 

 Stillwater Domestic Violence Service, Inc. 

 Shelter the Children 

 https://wingsofhopeok.com      
 
 This grant will support a new initiative to reduce 

 adverse childhood experiences related to 

 violence seen by children in Oklahoma.    

  

If you would like to contribute to the Thank 

Offering please mail checks to the church for 

Presbyterian Women, with “Thank Offering” in the 

memo line. The deadline is the end of December.  

Contact Linda Latour for more information. 

 

From the Mailbox 

 Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

 Please use this enclosed donation to your 

church to help the victims of Hurricane Laura in 

your community.  We pray that your community is 

recovering and moving forward after these 

devastating days. 

 

Our small, seasonal church on Neebish Island in 

Michigan’s Upper Peninsula is committed to our 

outreach missions and ministry.  May God bless and 

guide you and those in your community as you 

recover. 

 

 In His Service, 

 Neebish Presbyterian Church on behalf 

 of the Session and Congregation 

   

 

 

Dear Nanette and Brothers 

and Sisters of St. Andrew  Church,  

 

The congregation of First Presbyterian of 

Lynn Haven, FL is keeping you in 

prayer.  We are hoping that these gift cards will 

bless you as you rebuild.    

 

We have been where you are, so we know that 

rebuilding is a long process.  Our hope-with your 

permission-is to partner with you along the way.  

We’ll have a work crew to travel your way when 

the way is clear for you. 

 

 God’s peace now and always, 

 Rev. Lisa Martin 
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 

4020 Hodges Street 

Lake Charles, LA  70605 

 November 2020 

Dear Members and Friends:        

                     

A biblical world viewpoint of stewardship means 

utilizing and managing all resources which God 

provides for the glory of God and the enhancement 

of God’s creation.  The essential principle of 

biblical world view stewardship is managing 

everything God brings into the believer's life in a 

manner that honors God and influences eternity. 

It is time again to plan our church budget for the 

new year of 2021.  We have had many challenges at 

St. Andrew in the year of 2020- a global pandemic, 

three hurricanes within seven weeks, job losses, 

homes and businesses destroyed.   The damage to 

our facility was significant and the financial 

challenges that we face are great.  Our expenses are 

rising significantly as we work to rebuild our 

church. 

 

A steward is one who manages the possessions of 

another. We are all stewards of the resources, 

abilities and opportunities that God has entrusted to 

our care, and one day each one of us will be called 

to give an explanation for how we have managed 

what the God has given us. 

 

We must renew our commitment and become as 

generous as humanly possible to the One whom we 

serve.  Stewardship is all about doing what God 

needs us to do with gifts God has given us.  As we 

study God’s word and distinguish its principles, 

obedience becomes more and more accepted, 

expected and spontaneous.  At this point, we are in 

need of major support at St. Andrew, financially 

and through the gift of your time and talents. 

 

We want to continue achieving the mission of our 

church which is:  "to be a family of believers, 

committed to sharing the good news of God's love 

in Jesus Christ as revealed in Scriptures.  We desire 

to love, nurture, support one another in our 

congregation, community, and God's kingdom 

through worship, prayer, stewardship, fellowship, 

learning together, and living our faith." 

 

Giving is an opportunity to express thanks in 

response to God's abundant giving to us.  To 

continue our mission and vision strategy, we need at 

least $3,000 weekly in collections.  To accomplish 

this, we are asking you to give an additional $10.00 

each week in your offering whenever possible.  We 

believe that God has drawn us closer together as a 

Christian community and we are called to support 

this community in any way we can. 

 

We have a vision for St. Andrew.  It is a vision to 

impact our community.  It is a vision to offer 

acceptance, restoration and purpose to all.  It is a 

vision to share the grace of our Savior with all of 

those with whom we come in contact.  We need 

your time, talents and resources to be a part of 

fulfilling this vision. 

Enclosed you will find a pledge card.  Please 

prayerfully consider what you can give in 2021.  I 

Corinthians 16:2 (Living Bible) says “On the first 

day of each week, set aside some of what you have 

earned and give it.”  Giving regularly and 

consistently takes discipline.  It takes commitment; 

this is how our church survives and grows.  These 

pledge cards help the Session establish a budget for 

next year. 

 

We ask you to give and give generously, not out of 

sense of obligation, but with joy in being a part of 

this ministry.  Giving is an important part of our 

own personal faith journey.  This commitment that 

we make stretches us and helps us to grow as 

Christians.  We give, even in tough economic times, 

because we trust God.  As God has blessed us, we 

bless others. 

 

Please mail your pledge card in or seal it in an 

envelope marked “Pledge” and drop it in the 

offering plate.  Thank you for your commitment to  

St. Andrew and for your faithful giving. 

 

 

In Jesus Christ’s Service,  

Mary R. Davis 

Mary R. Davis 

Finance and Stewardship Committee 

 

 

 

 

  Dear Nani and Session Members, 

 

  How I wish I could deliver this in person!  

 My family and I have so many happy memories 

 of you all.  We were glued to the TV (KPLC)’s 

 livestream) as Hurricane Laura came in.  We 

 have followed your pictures and stories as best 

 we could. 

 Aaron had appealed for donations and supplies 

in the days immediately after Laura.  We were able 

to come and distribute many items Labor Day 

weekend.  The response here was very generous.  

We decided that you who are living through the 

recovery and rebuilding know best where and how 

funds are needed.  The Mission Committee here in 

Sugar Land authorized distributing them equally to 

the three PC(USA) congregations in Calcasieu 

Parish. 

 They are given as “Hurricane Relief”. We leave 

it up to you to decide how best to use them. We 

hope they are a help, whether to the congregation or 

for people in the community, or both. 

 We pray for grace, strength, and help both now 

and over the long term.  My family and I carry a 

piece of Calcasieu Parish and a special love and 

concern for the Presbyterian witness there.  Please 

know that you are in our prayers and thought 

constantly. 

 Yours in the love and service of Jesus Christ, 

 Dr. Fred N. Seay 

 First Presbyterian Church of Sugar Land 

 Sugar Land, TX  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_view

