
 

And Jesus said to them, 

“Follow me and I will make 

You fish for people.” 

  Mark 1:17 
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The St. Andrew Mission Stitchers 

sew many items in addition to quilts. 

A sampling of their skill and care are 

showcased in these lap quilts and 

baby quilts. Contact the church office 

(337-477-6166) to learn more about 

their beautiful quilt work for 

purchase. 
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 Pastor’s Ponderings will return in 

 November newsletter. 

Anniversaries 

 10/10 Sue & Craig Long 

 10/11 Reta & Ron Kaspar 

 10/13 Kathy & Ramiro Jaramillo 

 10/18 Tiffany & Aaron Simon 

 10/21 Constance McIntosh & Johnny  

   Briggs 

Birthdays 

 10/1 Mark Couvillion 

 10/3 Nanette Cagney  
 10/4 Melinda Sharp 

 10/11 Carol Bell 

 10/12 Tanya Guillory 

 10/15 Jeremiah Breaux 

 10/16 Louis Boyd 

 10/21 Linda Cannon 

 10/23 Ethan (EJ) Smith 

 10/24 Nana Adeoye 

   Joe Stark 

 10/25 Jan Laird 

 10/26 Greg Roch 

 10/31 Zane Simon 

 
 Prayers and Concerns 
  
 We offer prayers of thanksgiving for those who 
visited this past month. 
      Also, remember in your prayers the many 
members and friends in need of support during the 
trying times of their lives. Norman Andrews (Mary 
Davis’ uncle); Susan Benge’s father; Sandy Brister, 
the pastor at St. Andrew Leesville, her husband, and 
her mother; Nani Cagney; Phyllis Cagney; Edward 
Chavanne; Margy Clawson; Keith Conrad; Virginia 
Conrad; Nancy Crncic; Jody Flanagan; Sue 
Kantorczyk; David Laird; Barbara Lobue; William 
Ludwick; Laura Ludwick; Cullen Nolan; Judy 
Robertson; Thomas Schwab; Anne Dye’s mother; 
Lucille and Pat Marshall’s grandson, Ryder; Carol 
Bell’s son, Patrick;the Simon family; and baby 
Liam.  
 Prayers for all those affected by COVID. 
 Prayers for those impacted by Hurricanes Laura, 
Delta, and Ida; all educators/school administrators. 
 Prayers for our country and our leadership. 
 
 Contact the church office to add or remove a 
name from the Prayers and Concerns. 

 

 

 

 

 

You’re actually not a mess at all. 

You’re just a feeling person in a 

 messy world. 

You are exactly right to feel a lot 

 right now. 

It does not mean you’re weak-it 

 means you’re strong enough to be 

 paying attention. 

Be gentle with you, please. 

   Anonymous 

 

 

 
 

 

 

What My 

Grandmothers 

Taught Me: 

Learning from the 

Women in 

Matthew’s 

Genealogy of Jesus 

By Merryl Blair 

 

Welcome to the 2021–2022 Presbyterian 

Women/Horizons Bible study, What My 

Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the 

Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus. 

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary—

Matthew names these women for a reason. How 

might Jesus have heard the stories of his 

grandmothers? What might the young Jesus have 

felt as he heard about his family? What might the 

stories of these women have added to his sense of 

identity, as part of a particular family in a particular 

time and place? 

Have you thought about Jesus’ grandmothers? What 

can these Grandmothers-of-the-Faiths teach us? 

Their stories will lead us into the gospel, the good 

news about Jesus Christ. By exploring these stories 

together, we will have a richer idea of what the 

good news is. 

Merryl Blair teaches at Stirling Theological School 

in Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, and is active in 

the worldwide ministry of women of faith. 

(From https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/bible-

study/matthews-genealogy/ ) 

Currently the St. Andrew bible study is held on 

ZOOM on the second Friday of every month, at 

10:30 a.m.  Contact the church office to obtain a 

work/study book and to be sent the ZOOM link. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Presbyterians Today September 7, 2021 

Current headlines may be more than we 

can bear, but the deep cycles of life carry 

on 

by Ken Rummer for Presbyterians Today | Special 
to Presbyterian News Service 

 

Bur oak (photo by Ken Rummer) 

Along the High Trestle Trail, late-summer berries 

are setting on. 

Elderberries hang purple from red branches, dressed 

like Red Hat ladies out on the town. Honeysuckle 

opts for Christmas colors, setting red balls among 

still-green leaves. And the clustered white berries of 

the local dogwood carry dark center spots that make 

them look like manic eyeballs. 

Seeing the berries cheers me up. 

The news may be more than I can bear to watch, but 

a man on a three-wheel bicycle is gathering 

elderberries for a batch of wine or a few pints of 

jelly. 

The battle against the virus may be losing some 

ground, but the honeysuckle managed to turn 

yellow-white flowers into tiny red spheres again 

this year. 

Wildfires may be getting wilder and hurricanes may 

be getting stronger, but the cardinals that nest in the 

dogwood thicket have their late-summer pantry 

well-stocked once again. 

Despite disaster and disruption, some of the deep 

cycles of life continue on. 

In Genesis, at the end of the great flood, Noah 

offers sacrifices to God. The ancient storyteller 

gives us God’s response with some internal 

dialogue that concludes with an assurance. 

 

As long as the Earth endures, 

     seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 

summer and winter, day and night, 

     shall not cease. — Genesis 8:22 (NRSV) 

Deep cycles, life and season, continuing on. That’s 

what I see in the berries along the trail. 

I find comfort in the regularity, even if it feels 

increasingly fragile. When the migrating insect that 

feeds on a particular flower arrives at the usual stop 

to find that the flower bloomed two weeks early due 

to a warming climate and no flower juice remains, 

the deep and regular cycles begin to lose their grip. 

I hear the seedtime verse in Genesis as God’s 

intention, but not as a guarantee that God will 

overrule the effects of climate change. Still, 

checking on the berries, witnessing circles of life 

beyond my own, I feel less anxious. 

The trees are getting in on the act, too. The bur oak 

near the entrance to the creek trail is going nuts. It’s 

showing off new acorns already wearing their 

distinctive caps. Red buds dangle their browning 

bundles in preparation for the great seed drop. And 

near the creek, a broken locust branch still nurtures 

the spiral seed pods children love to shake like 

maracas. 

That locust branch inspires me. It was a major part 

of the tree, perhaps twisted beyond its strength by 

the derecho wind a year ago, broken off mid-tree 

but not cleanly, still connected by living layers of 

bark. There it is, broken beyond repair, but still 

bringing seeds to maturity and dropping life into the 

future. 

In a season of much brokenness, I hear an invitation 

to embrace the steadiness of bushes and the courage 

of trees. There is still time to offer our best gifts, 

our acorns and berries, to the world, and to the 

future. 

The Rev. Ken Rummer writes about life and faith 

from the middle of Iowa by the High Trestle Trail. 

He blogs for “Presbyterians Today.” 

(From 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/berries-

and-nuts-are-among-signs-of-gods-enduring-love-

for-creation/) 
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October Calendar  
Elders on Duty: Leah and Wade marcantel 

Elders on Duty for November:  Mary Lou Burke and Joe Dye  
 

        

Karla Koll serves as a professor of history, mission and 
religion at the Latin American Biblical University (UBL), 
an ecumenical university located in San Jose, Costa Rica, 
that was founded in 1923. UBL students come from 
throughout Latin America and the Caribbean, and students 
and professors are from various Protestant traditions and 
Roman Catholic communities. The university’s residential 
and distance programs in biblical studies and theology 
prepare church and community leaders to serve the church 
and to be agents of transformation in their communities 
and countries. The UBL’s focus on contextualized learning 
helps students affirm God’s desire for fullness of life for 
all. All students are encouraged to reflect theologically out 
of the contexts.  For more information on Karla Koll or 
other Mission Co-workers go to 
https://www.pcusa/org/worldmission 
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